
Minutes of East Keal Council Meeting – 12th March 2026 held at                     Keal’s Village Hall at 7pm
Present
Cllr Mahoney (Chair), Cllr Cooper, Cllr Smith, Cllr Wrisdale & P Murray (Clerk & RFO) plus 1
member of public 

Public Forum
	The resident attending did not have any issues.

0082.    	Apologies for absence – none		

0083.    Declaration of Interest – none

0084.   The minutes of a meeting held on 8th January 2026 were approved and signed by the   
             Chair

0085.  Co-option of a new councillor – there’s been a new poster placed on the noticeboard
            however there’s no new applications. 

0086.  Reports from representatives on outside bodies:-
            a) County Councillor – Cllr Roberts advised of the replacement bus being in situ shortly via email
            b) District Councillor – none

0087.  Update from delegated groups:-
            a) Update from HR Committee – none
            b) Update by the Highways Working Group – it was decided that this item should be reworded
                 as Highways update as there isn’t a working group. Cllr Smith has been updating the 
                 Highways sheet with last meetings finding and also to state Blacksmith’s Lane potholes are
                 40% complete. We also agreed to add a new section to the agenda at this point for website updates.
          
0088. Change of banks 
          The Clerk explained that unfortunately although she had sent in a bank amendment form and 
           had an email in response from Lloyds with a reference number the amendments had not been
           actioned.  So when the switch was requested by Unity Trust the signatories didn’t match – 
           apparently you have to contact Lloyds to ensure that this amendment has been actioned.
           Therefore we have had to start again with a new bank mandate and amendment form that
           was signed by Cllrs Cooper and Mahoney and witnessed by the resident in the audience.
0089. Financial update
            a) The Clerk had prepared a sheet of payments between 1st Jan to 11th March as below:-    
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b) The bank reconciliation and financial report had been circulated before the meeting as at 
10th March 2026 showed a balance of £5,928 Lloyds and approx £2,115 in Santander total of  
£8,043.
c) Audit arrangement – Jen Cooper has been requested to carry out the annual audit.

0090. Arrangements for the Annual Parish meeting – it as agreed that this meeting should take place on
Friday 24th April at 7pm in Keal’s Village Hall. The Clerk is to ask for a speaker – preferably
LIVES or the Fire Brigade.  The Chair will send through a contacts list to enable the Clerk to contact
the local businesses and organisations.  Tea and coffee will be organised from 6.30pm onwards. 

0091. Printing out the Welcome booklet – Cllr Cooper had obtained 3 quotations for this work which is for 150 colour copies double sided on A5 and stapled. It was resolved that the Deanery Office be asked to carry out the work.  Cllr Cooper will inform the Company. 

0092. Handyman
The Chair has updated the list of works for Alan Samuel and will send this on to him – it was agreed rather than allocate a number of hours per week to him he should be given the list and be able to work through it as he can.  The Village Green rose bushes need to be pruned and the sign needs cleaning.  The Clerk will contact the Pride Team about the brambles on Blacksmiths Lane – Chair to provide photographs & also to speak to Roy about the items that Alan doesn’t have the equipment for such as sanding down the benches before painting (4 benches need painting – Oxford Blue – can be obtained from Tongs) Cllr Smith is to check with Les about the plan for the potted plants.

0093. Temporary traffic order – closure of Fen Lane
The residents have been notified by posts on Facebook and on the website.

0094. Chestnut trees by the Green
Church Lane residents are concerned that the ivy is becoming too much for the trees – the Chair is to ask our Handyman to remove the ivy.

0095. Planning - none

0096. Action plan re Chicken Farm 
Disappointingly, the Planning Officer on 02241/25/FUL for the Toynton chicken farm  has recommended approval in their report, though it has yet to go to the Planning Committee. The Parish Council will continue with their objections and communications with concerned residents & other Parish Councils regarding proposed chicken farm at East Keal.

0097.  Village Green Plan
The Parish Council have had correspondence regarding this plan concerning worries about the safety of children and the availability for parking & toilets.  The Councillors decided to opt for another normal bench rather than a picnic bench to alleviate these concerns along with a bike rack and a sign not to park on the verge. 

0098.  Asset Register
Majority of these items were discussed under 0092 above.

0099.  Matters Arising for next Council meeting (AGM)
· Allocation of Chair and Vice Chair
· Declaration of Officers
· Policy review
· Chicken Farm
· Village Green Plan – costs of bench/bike rack & sign
· Handyman
· Change of banks

The meeting closed at 8.40pm - next meeting APM Friday, 24th April 2026 at 6.30pm followed by the AGM on Thursday, 7th May 2026 at 7pm both to be held at Keals Village Hall.
image1.emf
1st January to 11th March 2026

£

09/01/2026Cloud Next (hosting) £59.98

09/01/2026The Keal Village Hall £30.00

09/01/2026The Keal Village Hall £20.00

19/01/2026Bank fees £4.25

09/02/2026Clerks salary Nov-Jan £116.60

10/02/2026HMRC income tax £586.90

17/02/2026Bank fees £4.25

£821.98


