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Annual Parish Meeting

Minutes of APM Friday, 24th April 26
at the Keal’s Village Hall

1.  The minutes of the last Parish Meeting on 21st May 2025 were approved.

2.  Unfortunately the Fire Service were unable to attend due to staff cover but 
Cllr Roberts stepped in to inform the residents of the most up to date position 
on the Local Government Reorganisation situation.  Apparently lots of district
councils will cease to exist on reorganisation and parish councils will become
mini district councils with extra powers in the Planning area so they are more
able to control building within the village.   However at the moment there are
several different preferred options regarding how this reorganised authority 
will look like and its up to the Government to decision which one is in their 
opinion the fit way forward.  The Government decision on this new model 
will be announced in the summer – around July 2026.


3. Also the following were invited to attend and present reports at the meeting:-

· The Community Café – there are afternoon teas put on by Diane White once a month between 2pm and 3.30pm with different themes but always yummy cake. 
Diane and her helpers raise money for work on the church – there is now a toilet
             in the church and they are working towards heating.
· The Art Club – Heather spoke about her work with the Art Club it is £2 for 3 hours and if you can’t draw she can teach you! They have mixed abilities within the group and she also teaches crocheting and diamond art.

· The Local History Club – Lesley is a founder member and she told the residents that they are getting more and more numbers.  They meet monthly on 3rd Wednesday.

· The PCC – Cllr Cooper spoke about the accounts for St Helens Church saying that 2025 had been an extremely positive year with having a toilet installed and a serving area after receiving over £100k in grants.  They have had several events such as jumble sales and harvest festivals etc. The pop up pubs have been very popular and he gave his thanks to the unseen workers – the cleaners and flower arrangers.

· The Gardening Club – this club has 2 events per month and over 60 members.  It
only costs £10 per annum to join and members get 10% off purchases at the  Woodthorpe Garden Centre. An Annual plant sale is very successful and the profits are split between the Garden Club and the Church and it also subsidises the hog roast event for members.




· The Wildlife Group – they meet once a month in the Village Hall but also organise site visits to different areas and spot lots of animals – in fact they’ve seen 90 different varieties of birds – swallows and house martins around this time of year with an increase in hawks and buzzards.  Red kites have been seen flying over the village for 9 consecutive days which is unusual.

· The Friends of St Helen’s Church – there was a pop up pub in March which went really well and made a profit of £670 – there were guitarists playing in the background which added to the ambiance. Recently made a £7,500 donation to the Church – next theme for the Pop-up-Pub will be a Ploughman’s Lunch on 26th June 26.

· The Keal’s Village Hall Committee – the committee works together with East and West Keal. The groundsman Mr Samuel keeps the outside grounds looking good. It costs £20 per hour to hire the hall – the solar panels have been a success with reduced electricity costs.  The car park overhanging tree branches have been removed and the parking lines repainted.

· The Yoga Club – unfortunately no one attended from the Yoga Club

·  The Bridge Club – they meet every month at 6.45pm in the Village Hall and non   
 players are welcome as they can learn to play but in pairs is best.

4. Chair’s annual report:-

The Chair explained that over the year two councillors have left and one councillor has returned which has kept the Parish Council relatively strong and able to make key decisions.  One of those decisions was to employ a groundsman Alan Samuel who is doing fantastic work around the village alongside our very valuable team of volunteers.  We also have introduced a green bin for the memorial garden to make life easier for those looking after the grounds.  

The Welcome booklet has been updated and delivered throughout the village.  The Parish Council has launched strong opposition to the proposed chicken farm as we
know how damaging these mega farms can be.  The village continues to thrive with lots of small businesses and organised groups as evidenced above.

             Consultation has now gone out regarding a proposed bus shelter and we are also 
looking at improvements for the village green with perhaps a bike rack and some 
more benches – a zebra crossing for the village is also being considered. The Chair 
thanked the other Councillors and the Clerk for their work over the past year. 

[bookmark: _Hlk197078606]


                                                Meeting closed at 8.45pm
